Multitasking
Once loaded, the operating system manages programs so that you can use more programs at one time. The ability of operating systems to do more than one thing at a time is called multitasking. If you load two applications, such as MS Word and MS Excel, it would seem that you are running both programs at the same time. However, the CPU does not actually run these programs at the same time. It only switches between these programs.

The program that is being used at the moment is called the foreground application. The program that is loaded but is not being used currently is called the background application. 

In order to multitask, operating systems manage memory. It allots memory to programs being used and makes sure that one program’s use of memory does not interfere with another.

The operating system also handles input and output devices and provides the means by which a user can communicate with the computer. This is called the user interface.
