Types of Computers
There are many ways to classify computers:

According to purpose- Computers can be designed for a specific purpose or a general purpose

According to type of data held – Computers can be analog, digital or hybrid

According to computing power - Computing power refers to the ability of a computer to perform varied tasks efficiently and effectively. Below are the types of computers according to computing power:

· A supercomputer is generally defined as the most powerful class of computers at any given time.  

· The mainframe is also called the enterprise server because it is used by large companies to process million of transactions everyday. 

· High end workstations are as powerful as minicomputers while low-end workstations are as powerful as high end personal computers.  Workstations typically have a powerful processor, huge memory, high speed graphics adapters, and enhanced capabilities.  Minimal system requirements for a workstation include 64 MB (megabytes) of RAM, a large, high-resolution graphics screen and built-in network support.  Workstations may or may not have a disk drive.  

· Minicomputers are mid-sized computers that are larger and more powerful than workstations but smaller and less powerful than mainframes (enterprise servers). It supports from 4 to about 200 users at one time and is capable of processing tasks simultaneously. It had also evolved into the “mid-range server”.  

· Personal computers are designed to meet the computing needs of a single person, rather than a large organization. It is a general purpose computer because you can use it to run a large number of applications: wordprocessing, email, games, media players, and many more! Personal computers are sometimes referred to as microcomputers.  

